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DARPA ANNOUNCES 2009 YOUNG FACULTY AWARDS

The Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency (DARPA) has selected 33 rising stars
at 24 U.S. universities to participate in the Young Faculty Award (YFA) program.

The objective of the DARPA YFA program is to identify and engage rising research stars
in junior faculty positions in academia and expose them to Department of Defense (DoD) needs
and DARPA’s program development process. The YFA program provides funding, mentoring,
and industry and DoD contacts to these faculty early in their careers to develop their research
ideas in the context of DoD needs. DARPA'’s long term goal for this program is to develop the
next generation of academic scientists, engineers, and mathematicians in key disciplines who
will focus a significant portion of their career on DoD and National Security issues.

Subject to negotiation, selected researchers will receive grants of approximately $300,000
to develop and validate their research ideas during the next 24 months. The list of selected
researchers is attached below. These awardees will be recognized by DARPA at a program
Principal Investigators meeting in Arlington, VA on Oct. 27-28.

“This year, the scope of the YFA program was expanded to encompass DARPA core technology
research areas spanning both the Microsystems Technology Office (MTO) and the Defense
Sciences Office (DSO), and a second year funding option was added,” noted Dr. Sanjay Raman,
an MTO program manager leading this year’s initiative. “YFA recipients also participate in
military base visits or exercises that provide them with in-person perspectives of current issues
faced by our warfighters. We look forward to engaging with these up-and-coming researchers
and anticipate their work will impact the U.S. defense community for many years to come.”

The YFA awardees were chosen though a competitive selection process. Applicants were
required to be untenured faculty at U.S. institutions within 6 years of appointment to a tenure
track position. Research proposals were submitted in the areas of: Quantum Science and
Technology; Bio-Info-Micro; Mathematics; Structural Materials; Functional Materials; Power
and  Energy;  Micro-/Nano-Electronics;  Micro/Nano  Electro-Mechanical ~ Systems
(MEMS/NEMS); Photonics/Lasers; Manufacturing Science and Technology; and Neuroscience.
Nearly 300 proposals were reviewed for the 2009 awards.

DARPA selects a new group of YFA researchers approximately once a year based on
proposals submitted under an annual solicitation. Including this year’s class of 33 researchers,
96 faculty have participated in the YFA program to date. The next YFA solicitation is



anticipated to be issued in late 2009. Once issued, the solicitation will be available online at the
DARPA, FedBizOpps, and Grants.gov websites.

The 33 researchers selected for YFA grant negotiations are:
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Media with questions, please contact Johanna Jones (571) 218-4512 , or
johanna.jones@darpa.mil.
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